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Town of Turner, Maine 

Planning Board Minutes 

January 19, 2022 

 

1               CALL TO ORDER 

Called to order at 6:02 pm by Mr. Bill Bullard, Chairman.  Those Members present were, Mr. Bill 

Bullard, Scott Abbotts, Eben Shaw, Mr. R. Edward Morris and Shirley Twitchell. Those Absent, Donny 

Hinkley and Kelvin Youland.  Also Present, Ms. Sam Peikes, Town Planner and Mr. Kurt Schaub, Town 

Manager were also present. 

 

2. VERIFICATION OF QUORUM 

Mr. Bill Bullard stated that there were 4 Board Members in attendance which constitutes a Quorum.  Mr. 

Morris joined in shortly after meeting began 

 

3. PLANNING BOARD MINUTES FROM December 15, 2021 and January 5, 2022 

  

Mr. Shaw made a motion to approve the December 15, 2021 and January 5, 2022 meeting minutes 4 

ayes for 12/15 meeting minutes and 3 ayes 1 abstained (Shirley was abstained) 

  

4.        PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

 Ricker Hill, Minor Subdivision, Solar Farm Extension 

  

Ms. Sam Peikes reviewed the application with the Board.  This minor subdivision is in front of the 

Board because there was a lot division done on the property but because there was another lot divided it 

needed to come in front of the board on a administrate stance.   

 

Mr. Andrew Leveque questioned on if there is a plan that could be looked at regarding the solar plan.  

Mr. Bullard stated that this is in front of the board because there is a third lot that was looking to be 

divided it must be approved by the Board.     

 

Mr. Schaub stated that this is in front of the Board because this project is looking to be sold and in order 

to be done it must go through the Planning Board process.  

 

Mr. Schaub stated that this project was approved 2 years ago and anyone can come in to see the plans 

when they would like.  

 

5.  Old Business 

 Ricker Hill, Minor Subdivision, Solar Farm Extension 

  

Ms. Sam Peikes reviewed the application with the Board.  She stated that at this time everything is 

complete. 

 

Mr. Morris questioned on item 28 regarding where there said there are no buildings.  Mr. Matt 

Swansburg stated that there will be no buildings on the property. 

 

Ms. Twitchell made a motion to find the checklist complete and it was seconded by Mr. Shaw.  (5 ayes) 
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Ms. Sam Peikes reviewed the Findings of Fact and Conclusion of Law with the Board.  The Applicant 

has presented updated soil letters and maps of the proposed plan.   

 

Mr. Morris question on if there are any conditions on the Plan.  There is only one condition that was 

carried over from the original plan. 

 

Ms. Twitchell made a motion to find the Findings of Fact and Conclusion of Law as written and it was 

seconded by Mr. Scott Abbotts.  

 

Matt Swansburg reviewed what can been going on with the PCU and where they are at now.  He   

stated that the large 50+ acres ones have been reviewed and some being built.  There is another  

Section with smaller projects on 20 acres of land.  Unfortunately, a lot of builders came to Maine  

A lot of projects that were approved and submitted in a small amount of time.  Some were able to 

 be built and were approved because they were in the right area.  The projects in Turner are fed  

into a substation in Auburn and there is currently a study being done which will be reviewed  

again March.  They are requesting an extension because they are not confident, they will be able  

to construct the panels before the time allowed runs out. They never want to have to request an  

extension but they need to in this case.    

 

 Mr. Bullard questioned on if the Board would need to wait to grant an extension or not.  

 

 Ms. Twitchell made a motion to grant an extension per the letter submitted by Borrego and it was 

 seconded by Mr. Abbotts. (5 ayes) 

 

6.  New Business 

 None 

 

7.  Other Business 

 

Mr. Schaub stated that there have been 3 Medical Marijuana storefronts that have submitted for a 

conversion to be Adult Use stores.  The other businesses in the Town have decided to stay Medical 

Storefront.  Those who have submitted to be Adult Use will need to go in front of the Selectboard.  If 

those 3 who have submitted are awarded those licenses there would be a lottery for the last Adult Use 

Storefront available.   

 

There were some issues with a few of the grow facility and the Town is looking into what could be done 

if there continue to be issues regarding Police needing to be present.  The Town is in contact with the 

State to get more clarification.   

 

8.     REPORTS 

 None 

 

9.   PUBLIC COMMENTS  

          None  

 

10.   ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Abbotts made a motion for adjournment and it was seconded by Ms. Twitchell and the Board 

unanimously accepted.  The meeting adjourned at 6:50 pm. 

             

      Respectfully submitted by, Megan L. Ricker, Secretary.   


